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25 February-10 Marc}:}%h

After the unusually cold and dry weather of the Preceding weeks, on
26 February the weather turned milder with frequent showers.

Diurnel temperatures reached average values and on several days even
exceeded them. Around 20 February, the temperature throughout the country
was still 5-7 degrees below zero during the noon hours. After s rapid . -
thaw, diurnal frost ceased by 27 February throughout the country. The tem- : *
perature continued to rise, and, by 5 March » 1t reached 14-18 degrees ail
over the country. Later, the increase.in temperature became moderate.

. Noeturnal temperatures also rose considerably. On 23-24 February, the
temperature at davm was generally 15 degrees and in many instances, 20-21 :
below zero. During the latter rart of February, the nocturnal frost began {

‘ to thaw rapidly. ' From 27 Februery to 9 March > only a few areas registered
; one to 2 degrees below zero. At davn on 10 March, a cold wave &ppeared
agaln over a large area.

The ground temperatures reached a moderate level in the above-mentioned
period, and after 1 March, most of the country was free of frost, Ground ten-
peratures of 3-6 degrees hbelow 2ero were noted only on the western border of
Transdanubia. On 10 March » 8round frost reappeared in all parts of the coun-

try and temperatures ranged 4-5 degrees below zero in many localities of Trans-
danubia and the Great Plain,
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Precipitation was considerably more sbundant than in the preceding
weeks. Rainfall during the latter part of February increased by 1-3 milli-
meters over the early part of February. The final results for February
left over 90 percent of the country with less than average rainfall » and
approximately 55 percent received less than half of the average.

During the first third of March » it rained every day, On &4 days, the
rains were country-wide » and on four occasions » 8t least half the country
received rain. The raine were frequently very abundant.

Preclpitation during 1-10 March exceeded 20 millimeters, and in some
localities, even LO millimeters » amounting to more than the average for
the half month in the largest part of the country,

With the exception of high peaks, virtuslly the entire snow cover has

melted. The dry earth absorbed much of the moisture from the rapidly melt- Y
ing snow.

Ground frosts have disappeared throughout the country. The past winter
wves drier then usual and fram the vievpoint of temperature readings, it will
be listed among the four coldest vinters of the current century. (1928-1929 »
1939-1940, 1941-1942, 1953-1954).(1)

11-27 March 1954

During the past 2-week period, the temperature continued to rise with-
out any notable interruptions » and precipitation was moderate.

For the most part, diurnal temperatures were average for the period.
On most days, the temperature rose to 8-12 degrees during the noon hours B
corresponding to the average for the season. After 23 March, the tempera-

ture continued to rise, and mild weather of 14-18 degrees prevailed through-
out the country.

The nights were mostly mild. Nocturnal frosts characteristic of early
spring appeared during the past weeks, but were not severe. Temperatures de- :
clined to the freezing point only in a few localities, mainly in the eastern |
and northeastern megyek. Temperatures of 3-4 degrees below zero vere regis-
tered only on the morning of 2% March in the northern hills and in a few areas
in Trans-Tisza. On many nights s no frost was reported, and after March 2,
mild temperatures of 5-7 degrees prevaeiled at night.

Ground frost was reported every night, with 4-6 degrees below zero. But
after 25 March, ground frost appeared only sporadically. -

Precipitation was frequent after 12 March » but was generally slight. The
past 2 weeks were considerably drier than the first third of the month. On
24 March, sumer hailstorms developed in the northern region. Precipitation
during 1-27 March remained under 20 millimeters only in small areas, while the
greater part of the country received 30-50 millimeters ; and in a few scattered
areac, rainfall even exceeded 50-60 millimeters (Bodvaszilas » 73; Lengyel, 69;
and Kald, 67 millimeters).
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By 27 March, 40 percent of the country receiveq rainfall equivalent
to the average for the entire month., Elsevhere ralnfall was generally
8bove half of the average, and, with the exception of scattered areas »
only the northeastern section receiveg less than half of the March average.,

Sunny weather was below average during the entire month, causing veg-
etation to make only slight progress.

The characteristic drying winds of early spring were less than usual.
Ground temperatures vere generally satisfactory for early spring Planting,

Moisture in the upper layers of the 801l is sufficient in most places »
although the extremely seveye drought, which lasted from September to the
latter part of December, left the lover strata with Little moisture, It is
therefore essential to conserve all stored water.

The slowly warming weather was generally satisfectory for fall crops.
It vas fa

vorable for the cultivation of erops and the Preparation of spring
Planting,(2)

i

28 March-9 April 1954

The past 2-week period was characterized by slowly rising temperatureq
and recurring rainfall,

For thg most part, diurnal temperatures were around average for the
season and, Occasionally higher, rising to 13-15 degrees during the last week
of the month and ag high a5 16-20 degrees on 1 April., After e brief cooling,

the temperature again reached 20 degrees on 5 April. Two days later, anothey
cold wave came {in from the west.

The nights were generally mild during the Period under reviey.

During the night of 28 March, temperatures of 1-2 degrees below zero
were still registered and similar temperatures were noted in small areag on
30 March and op 3 April. The remaining nights were generally mild for the
season.. The mild weather increased on L April, and on the following nights 3

- the temperature declined only to 8-10 degrees throughout the country. On the
8th, the temperature began to drop again, '

Ground frost appeared every night anq wvith a few exceptions, it was
‘nationwide. In most areas, the ground temperature wag 3-4 degrees below zero.
In some eastern and western border megyek, frost of 5-6 degrees below zero -
occurred sporadically.

s

-

Precipitation was nationwide on 27 March ana 3 April , and approximately ‘
half of the country received rain on 5 days.

The precipitation during March amounted to 25 millineters or less only in
the northeastern ang northvestern sections or Transdanubia. The greater part
of the country received 25.50 millimeters. The area southwest of the Danube

and the southern DPlains received more than 50 millimeters and in some instances
over 75 millimeters. .
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Reinfell wes deficient in the northern areas of Transdanubia and Trans-
Tisza. Elsewhere, the rainfall was average or greater, and in some places, =
it exceeded double the average. During 1-9 April, numerous areas in Trans- f
danubia received 30 and, in some instances , 40 millimeters, of rain, East

of the Danube however, large areas had only one to 2 millimeters, and in some
arees, precipita.t;l.on was entirely lacking.

Sunny weather was considerably below average during March. March was one
of the cloudiest of the last decade. For example, the total hours of sunshine
for the vicinity of Budapast was 76, or 56 hours less than the average over a
period of many years and L hours less than the minimm for March during the
last 50 years (80 hours in 1908).(3)

10-25 April 195k

During the 2-week period of 10-24 April, strong winds and unsetiled
weather prevailed. The air was unususlly cool for the season, and frosts
occured frequently.

Diurnal temperatures were well below average on most days. Warm weather
was exceptional and reached 15-18 degrees » the average for the season, in
‘scattered areas only. On most days, 7-l0-degree temperatures prevailed through-
out the country._.Later, it warmed up considerably, and temperatures of 14-16

. degrees. were registered during the noon hours.

The nights were very cool during the entire period.

-4 -

C-O-N-F-I.D-E-N-T-I-A-L

—_—e e = = =

Sanitized Copy/&?o‘proved fdr Release 2011/08/31 . CIA-RDP80-00809A000700200214-0 .-



r
t .

Sanitized Cp Approved for Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700200214-0

r

50X1-HUM

After the unusually milg nights at the beginning of April » when the ther-
mameter stood at 8.10 degrees, the temperature dropped to one to 3 degrees below
- zero during 10-2k April. 1In the northern section of Trans-Tisza, temperatures
dropped to 4 degrees below zero after 10 April. During the night of 12 April,
readings were L4-6 degrees belov zero in the northeastern sections of the country,
and the vicinity of Debrecen reported 8 degrees below zero. Freezing t{empera-
tures were observed only in a few areas on 23 and 2h April. :

Ground frost spread over large areas and reached the severity of 5-6 degrees
belov zero in Transdanubia during 11-13 April, At the same time > the temperature
declined to 5-9 degreqs below zero in the Northern Mountain Region and on the .
Great Plein. Tn the viclnity of Turkeve and Debrecen, it dropped 10-11 below zero. Lk
On 23 April, ground frost was one to 3 degrees below zero throughout the country,

Precipitation was considerably more abundant than during the first third of !
the month. After 10 April, rain fell sporadically each dey. Three rainfalls were |
nationwide, and on 6 days, more than half the country received some rain or snow- '
fall. The snow cover reached a height of 15-30 centimeters on the peaks of the !
Matra, and it.hed not disappeared by 24 April. ‘The unusual weather was also char- f
acterized by the fact that in addition to snowfalls, summer storms accompanied by 1
hail developed in numerous localities on 14, 15, 16 » and, especially on 22 April.
The precipitation during 1-24 April amounted to 30-50 millimeters in most of the

country. In scattered areas of northvestern Transdanubia, it reached 50-90 milii-
meters, while on the Great Plain > especlally between the Danube and Tisza, many
Places received less than 20 millimeters,

The abundant Precipitation in northwestern Transdenubia exceeded consider-
ably the average for April. For the country as a whole, the pPrecipitation ex-
ceeded 50 percent of the average. In a small area of Transdanubia and in the
Danube-Tisza Basin, precipitation was below 50 percent of the average.

Sunny weather was more prevalent than in March but still’ considerably
below the average.

“Lack of sunshine s cool weather, and nocturnal frosts during this period
greatly retarded the growth of crops, but the increasing warmth later had a
very favorable effect on plant development, (4)

26 April-11 May 1954

The weather between 26 April and 11 May was unsettled, with heavy pre-
cipitation and, for the most part, cool and deficient in sunshine,

Diurnal temperatures during this period were mostly below aversge.

In the last week of April, the temperature rose only to 10-15 degrees N
on most days. On the 27 April, many places registered a maximum of 6-8 de- H
grees.  Vigorous warming began on 1 May, and during the first few days of the
month, temperatures reached or even exceeded the average of 20 degrees. On
lLMssy_, the greater part of the Great Plain had a summer temperature of 25-26
degrees. A cool air mass from the West caused a considerable drop in tempera-
ture on the following day, but on 10 May, temperatures of 20-25 degrees pre-
vailed throughout the country.,
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Nocturnal frosts prevaileg, at first but later ceased. During the first
days of this period, many localities hed temperatures of cpe to 2 degrees
below zero, especially in the north and northeastern counties.

On 29 April, the nocturnal freezing temperatures ceased, and during the
first third of May, the minimum temperature was 10 degrees throughout the
country.

Cround frost was still nationvide on 25 April, and in various sections,
the thermometer stood at 3-5 degrees below zero. Later, ground frost ap-
peared only in smaller areas » but 4in the northern half of the country, tempera-
tures of one to 5 degrees below zero were registered at dawvn of the 28th. On
30 April, ground frosts disappeared.

Precipitation was very sbundant. There was nationwide rainfall on 26 , 29,
and, 30 April. The amount of rainfall on these days exceeded 10 millimeters
over large areas and even 20-30 millimeters in various places.

In the greater part of the country, precipitation during 1-30 April totaled
40~70 millimeters. In secattered ereas of the Great Plain, only 30-40 mil1imeters
fell. 1In contrast theretn, large areas in the southern half of Transdanubis re-
ceived as much as 70-85 millimeters » and the northeastern region received even
more. Xapuvar, for example » received 88 millimeters » and Sopron reported 104
millimeters.

In relation to the average, the entire Horthern Mountain Region, Trans-
danubia, and most of the Great Plain, or approximately two thirds of the coun~
11y, had abundant rainfall, These sections received up to twice the average
precipitation, and the Matra recelved even more. In the drier than aversge
regions (Transdanubia and a small portion of the Great Plain) precipitation
varied between 50 percent and 100 percent of the average.

Preeipitetion increased in May. During the first third of Mey, nation-
wide rains prevailed on 6 days, and rain fell on large areas on the re:
k days, ‘e precipitation during the period of 1-10 May exceeded 50 mi1li-
maters in many parts of the country and exceeded 60-80 millimeters in various
places. In Vas and Semogy megyek, precipitation exceeded 100 millimeters. As !
8 result, precipitation during 1-10 May in meny areas, especially in Trans-
danubia, exceeded the average for the entire month.

Most of the precipitatior, occurred in the form of showers » frequently ac-
companied by hail.

Sunshine during April wvas considerably less than average. For example,
Budapest received 125 hours of sunshine, which is 55 hours less than the long-
range average. During the first third of May, sunny weather increased.

As indicated in the foregoing, there is no shortage of precipitation. The
increasing warm and sunny weather during the first part of May was highly bene-
ficial for the development of the crops.(5)
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) During the period of 12-25 May, the veather was cooler than average for
the season, and recurring rainps Prevailed throughout the country.

Diurnal warming wos generally slow. On a few days around the middle of
the month, the temperatures rose only to 12-15 degrees. In scattered areas,
the temperature occaslonaliy rose to 21-22 degrees; however, it mostly ranged
around 18-20, that is, 2-3 degrees below the aversge for the seasom. Naticn-
wide warming increased considerably on 22 May, and during the noon hours of
24 May, 22.25 degree temperatures prevailed throughout the country,

For the most part, the nighte were cool, but frost occurred only on two
occasions in scattered areas.

On 12 May, noctumal temperatures ranged from 10 to 12 degrees. Later,
however, there was a, sharp drop, and on 15 May, nocturnal temperatures fell
slightly below zero in the northern sections of Transdanubie and in the areas
of Miskole and Debrecen. At the same time, in the northern and seuthern bor-
der areas of Transdanubia, the Northern Nountain Region, and in the vieinity
of Debrecen and Nyiregyhaza, ground frost prevailed s with temperatures of 2-3
degrees below zero. On the following nights, cooling below 5 dagrees was ex-
ceptional, and ground frost failed to appear.

Precipitation was frequent. The period of 12-15 May was rather dry, but
vas folloved by five natiomwide reins. The rainfall of 17 May was especially
heavy, particularly in the northern areas, where it amounted to 20-30 milli-
meters. Widespread areas received rain also on other days. 'The greater part
of the precipitation came frem showers, and small haflstorms were reported on
18 May frem the Great Plein. e
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With the exception of the northeastern part of the Great Plain, precipi~
tation during the period under review exceeded 50 millimeters everywhere; 100
millineters in large areas of Transdanubia, the Northern Mountain Region, ang
in numersble places on the Great Plain; and 130 millimeters in many places of
Transdanubia. Marcali reported 160 millimeters and Kaposvar, 150 millimeters,

By 25 May, precipitation had exceeded the average for the month, with the
exception of the northern pert of the Great Plain. In local storm centers,
the precipitation even exceeded double the aversge for the month. (The monthly
a.vverage)ror May in the greater part of the country ranges from SO to 80 mflli-
meters.

. The ebundant rains of May vere favorable for plants, although lack of warm

veather and of sunshine retarded grovth. The considersble warming during the
last veek wac very beneficisl to crop development.(6) )

26 May-11 June 195k

During the period under review the veather remained unsettled and mostly
cool, with very 1ittle sunlight. Rainstorms were frequent.

Dlurnal warming was considerable at the beginning and end of the period.
During the interval it was slow.

Y Vigorous warming began on 22 May, and temperstures advanced to 25-27 de-
, grees by the 26th. On 1 June, a cool eir mass bearing sbundant rain caused
; & general drop in temperatures. During the first third of the month, only a
.. few places reported a temperature of 25 degrees; in most areas, the tempera-
ture stood at 20-30 degrees, or 2-4 degrees below the average. On 9 June 5 the
temperature rose considerably and reached 27-30 degrees in most of the country
on the 10th.

A5 a rTesult of & heavy overcast s the nights were generally mild.

During the lest week of May, the nights vere mild, with minipmum tempera-
tures of 12-15 degrees. On the first few days of June,the temperatures were
1-2 degrees higher; however, on & June and on the following night, the tempera-
ture dropped to "7-10 degrees and ground temperatures, to 5-6 degrees in several
Places. By the night of 10 June, minimm temperatures again rese to 16-18 de-
grees.

The aversge temperature in May was 0.3-0.9 degree below the aversage and, ! *
with the exception of smell areas » sunlight hours elso remained below the aver- {
age. Sunlight was also absent during the first third of June.

Precipitation was abundant. During the last veek of May, rainfall was
- only moderate. Rain fell every day in some part of the country but was nation-
wide only on the last day of the month.

The rains which fell during 1-31 May exceeded 50 millimeters practically
everywhere. In the Matra, in a large part of the Great Plain, and in approxi-
mately two thirds of Transdanubia » the rainfall exceeded 100 millimeters. :
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. In various storm centers of Transdanubia, precipitation reached 150-180
mLlireters. (Farka gyepu, 180; Szentgotthard, 165; Marcall, 161; Kapoevar,
159; Turkeve, 153; and S1Klos, 151 millfmeters.)

During June, rainfali Vas very sbundant, totaling 30-50 mi1limeters and
in some localities » 88 much as 60-70 millimeters, accompanied by violent storms
and cloudbursts. For example, T8 millimeters fell inm Budapest on 1 June. This
amount exceeded the entire June average,

Geographic Aistribution of the Precipitation which fell during 1-10 June
vas very irregular. In the greater part of the country, especially in southern
ZTransdanubia and the Great Plains s Precipitation totaled over 50 millimeters ’ |
and in some areas, it exceeded 100 mi1limeters. (Barcs, 148; Hortobagy, 142;
Bacealmas, 135; Turkeve, 122; Lengyel, 113; Szolnok, 107; Budapest and Szige- i
tvar, 103;. and Tiszabees , 102 mi1limeters, ) Accordingly, brecipitation during

the first 10 ‘days of June exceeded in many Places the average for the entire
month,

Eailstorms were relatively few, and occurred on 26, 28, 29, and 3 May and
onl, 2, and, 7 June. Only the storm on 7 June extended over a large area.

For the further development of €Xops, more warm veather and sunlight 1s
desirable.(7)
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Cloudburst in the Matra Region

A cloudburst of a magnitude unparalleled for decadesoccurred in the Matma
region on 11 June. Within 8 few minutes, s huge volume of water rushed down
the slopes of the mountain, inundating perts of the ¢ity of Gyongyos and sev-
eral adjacent towns. The height of the water reached nearly 1.5 meters in
severel places.(8)

The Weather During the Pirst Half of The Year ;

During the last § wonths, the weather hag been unfavorable and unpleasant. i
During January and February, temperatures were 6-7 degrees below the long-range i
average, and last winter wag one of the most severe winters in the current cen- i
tury. }

t

The beginning of spring was also unfavorable, with the sun shining only ;

for 80-100 hours during March, as compared with an average of 130-160 hours ; i
April and May ware also deficient in sunlight. i

As & result » the growth of plants was retarded, although Pprecipitation was
pPlentiful, and, in some areas, even excessive.

Warmer weather set in during June. At the seme time, however, there were
violent storms and even frequent cloudbursts which caused flash floods. Such
cloudbursts occurred recently at Buda, 1in Heves Megye, and elsevhere, result-
ing 1n 60-80-millimeter raing.

At Present, although the temperature is not too high, the humidity is high
bscause of the absence of air currents. This condition 13 caused by the pre-
dominance of maritime air masses,

The arrival of meritive air masses at the beginning of the sumer is ac-
coapanied by cloudy and stormy weather. Thisg is due to the late warming in
the middle of the continent, as the warmer and lighter continental air is dis-
Placed by the maritime air masses, which are cooler but are more humid and
therefore denser.

Such air masses continue to stream in, sometimes for weeks »a8t the begip- i
ning of swmer and meke even the beginning of July cloudy end stormy. Thus,

Hungarien peasant has a saying, "If 1t rains on St Medsrd's Day (10 June), it
w11l continue to rain for 4o days." ‘

Despite this unpromising Prospect, there are favorable elements in the

weather balance sheet. The recent veather, unpleasant as 1t was, brought suf-
ficient Precipitation, saving the country from the general drought which had
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Hea!x Storms in the Northwest of Mag

0n 1 July, heavy storms occurred throughout HRungary, with hail storms 1n
Dumercus localities + c8using congiderable e.

At Miskole and 1ts v vinds attained a veloeity of 80

kilometers rer hour, » Power and telephone lines torn out »
and the wheat

inity, vhere the
houses were damaged
and corn erope destroyeqd,

In the mining aress of Nograd Megye » vork had to be stopped because of
pover failure, ‘
The storms pa
Fitrogen Works).
not receive power

ralyzed the pewer Plant of the Peti Nitrogen Muvek (Pet
Since the transformers vere heavily damaged, the plant coula
from the natione) &rid for 24 hours, .

» the crops vere heavily damaged
Hail has been reported from Fejer,

and Baranya negyek.

ement of the xeteorological Institute, the series
ended on 2 July, with the exception of the southeastern part
of the country, where further storms nay break out. Ip the rest of the country,

colder air masses predominate, Justifying the expectation of more balanced.
veather condttions.(10)

In Heves,
by the storm
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